
Forestry Corporation of NSW Process

Dept of Regional NSW: Mining, Exploration 
& Geoscience Process

Resources Regulator Process

Activity description

Process for exploration activities  
to occur on State forest

# Exempted area includes land dedicated for public purposes (s30 Mining Act 1992).
*  Exempt activity – Low intensity exploration activities defined in clause 10 of State 

Environmental Planning Policy (Mining, Petroleum Production and Extractive Industries) 
2007. This includes: 
• geological mapping and airborne surveying 
• sampling and coring using hand-held equipment
•  geophysical (but not seismic) surveying and downhole logging^ and 
•  accessing of areas by vehicle that does not involve the construction of an access way, 

such as a track or road 
^ Note: the construction of the borehole to facilitate downhole logging is not exempt.

Exploration activities can commence with:
• Approval to conduct exploration 

activity. Note: not required for 
‘exempt activities’

• Forest Permit  
(Access Arrangement) • Ministerial Consent

Exploration activity application 

Is exploration activity not ‘exempt’* Is exploration activity ‘exempt’*

Title holder gains Exploration Licence

Forest Permit issued in name of title holder and partnering entity if relevant

Approval provided to conduct 
exploration activity.

This approval occurs independent to the Forest 
Permit, however Ministerial Consent must be gained 

prior to this approval and Ministerial Consent will  
only be provided after a Forest Permit is issued

Title holder/partnering entity seeks Forest Permit

Title holder / partnering entity gains Ministerial consent to conduct exploration 
activities in ‘exempted area’ (State forest)#  

[Due to recent changes in the Mining Act, in some circumstances this step may not be required ]


