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EOI Stakeholder Information Session – Thursday 21 July 2022  

Summary of Questions and Answers  

Please note that written answers are to be preferred to the spoken answers given in the session, to 
the extent of any inconsistency  

Category Question Answer 

Data Does FCNSW intend to 
undertake any renewable 
resource measurements 
(e.g., wind speed 
measurements)?  

Not at this stage. Feedback received at ROI was 
that proponents would prefer to undertake their 
own resource measurements. 

Offset land How will the offset land be 
acquired? Will this be done 
by the proponent or by 
Forestry Corporation?  

Offset land must meet a number of 
requirements as specified in the legislation (for 
example, be located in the same wood supply 
zone as the land being used for the renewable 
project). The offset land could be procured by 
the proponent, provided it meets the conditions 
of the legislation and the Forestry Corporation's 
requirements. In general, however, proponents 
indicated that it may be easier if Forestry 
Corporation may acquire the appropriate land 
and advise the developer of the Land 
Replacement Fee. Further information is 
provided in the EOI Opportunity Briefing for 
potential proponents to review in preparing 
their proposals, including how to account for the 
offset land and the cost of the land in their 
proposals. 

Site selection I have a feasible proposal for 
a plantation site that is not 
one of the five listed in this 
process. Will I get the 
opportunity to develop it?   

The five plantation sites in this EOI were 
considered by participants in the ROI as being 
the most feasible for development of renewable 
energy projects. The legislation provides a cap 
on the amount of softwood plantation land that 
can be used for renewable energy 
developments, of 0.7% (that is, a maximum of 
1600 hectares across the plantation estate). 
Once the EOI process for these five sites has 
been completed, and their requirement for land 
is understood, Forestry Corporation will consider 
whether the other five sites present 
opportunities for renewable energy and the 
timing to bring some or all those stages to 
market.  

Site selection Would Forestry Corporation 
accept any proposals that are 
not one of the five sites? 

No, these will not be accepted in the current EOI 
process.  
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Community 
engagement 

Will the Forestry Corporation 
be involved in engaging and 
consulting with community / 
stakeholder groups?  

Forestry Corporation has been engaging with 
key stakeholders about the project, such as local 
governments and the NSW Rural Fire Service, 
and will continue to provide updates on its 
website and via mailing lists during the 
procurement process. The developer, when 
issued a permit for land access, would undertake 
the primary consultation role with the 
community as part of the NSW planning process 
and best practice. 

Land use limit Does the 0.7% of softwood 
plantation land limitation in 
the Forestry Act relate to the 
current areas of plantation 
coupes (i.e., removal of areas 
currently growing trees) or 
does it also include cleared 
areas on the land currently 
used for roading and 
firebreaks? 

The 0.7% refers to the potential plantable area, 
that is, the boundary of where the pine trees can 
be planted. The roads and firebreaks are not 
included.  

Evaluation How are the merit criteria 
weighted? 

The merit criteria are not weighted. Forestry will 
advise if a weighting is given to the criteria as 
part of the assessment process. 

Process If we have not done an ROI, 
can we do an EOI for a heat 
energy to power generation 
project? 

Participation in the ROI is not a requirement to 
participate in the EOI. Proponents are welcome 
to submit a proposal for the EOI based on the 
five sites. There will be information in the data 
room, which requires a signed NDA for access. 

Process How much timber is available 
to the project applicants at 
each region? 

No timber is available for sale to proponents in 
this process. The EOI calls for proposals for wind 
and battery storage projects only.  

Process Is the timber deemed waste 
timber? 

Timber is not available as part of this process. 

Data What is the average life cycle 
of a tree from planting to 
harvesting? 

A full plantation life cycle spans approximately 
30 years.  

Data Are there any cultural 
heritage studies required?  

Cultural heritage studies are not required at EOI 
stage. There is further information regarding 
cultural heritage in the Opportunity Briefing in 
the data room, which requires a signed NDA to 
access. Where projects make it through the ROI 
and RFP stages and are issued a permit for land 
access, proponents will need to conduct detailed 
work on cultural heritage, including engagement 
with local communities, consistent with 
applicable legislation and development 
requirements. 
Proponents should form a view on best practice 
heritage and community engagement processes 
to be undertaken as part of development. 
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Process We lodged an ROI to the 
process and only found out 
about this session from 
another party, does this 
mean we have not been 
invited to EOI stage? 

No, the EOI stage is open to all proponents. For 
information about the EOI process, please refer 
to the website, return an NDA and access the 
data room.  

Process Is it only generation that is 
being considered for forestry 
land, or will the process 
consider developments that 
utilise the electricity 
generated in generation for 
other off grid uses? 

The primary intent of this process is to consider 
proposals on plantation land managed by 
Forestry Corporation only.  
An EOI submission could include a portion of a 
project’s generation or energy usage on an 
adjoining site, but should clearly explain the 
approach and benefits as part of the EOI and the 
approach to securing land access rights.  

Land use limit In relation to the 0.7% land 
use limit, is this applied to 
each of the sites individually 
or to the five sites as a 
whole? 

The 0.7% land use limit applies to the whole 
plantation estate, and comes to around 1600 
hectares in total. The plantation land used for all 
elements of the proposals (for example, turbine 
sites, substations, etc) will be added together, 
along with any extra area that needs to be 
cleared around the generation infrastructure to 
manage fire risk.  
All plantation land cleared for projects, must be 
replaced at a scale of two-for-one. Proponents 
are encouraged to limit the amount of 
plantation land to be cleared, but this needs to 
be balanced against fire risk. 

Land use limit Do land clearing offset 
requirements include 
harvested land? Can 
proponent minimise clearing 
requirements by scheduling 
construction in concert with 
harvesting? 

Forestry Corporation would welcome 
opportunities to schedule construction 
operations in with the timing of plantation 
harvesting. However, all plantation land area 
harvested and used for project infrastructure 
that cannot be replanted, will contribute to the 
land use limit and offset requirements. 

Grid Did AEMO / TransGrid 
confirm in your consultations 
that there were viable grid 
connection capacities 
available close to these 5 
sites? 

AEMO and TransGrid acknowledge that the 
plantation sites are suitable and worth pursuing 
for renewable energy generation. Detail around 
grid connection capacity and volume have not 
been explored formally.  
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Community 
engagement 

Could you give us an 
overview of the research 
findings around the 
communities’ perceptions of 
softwood plantations? And 
how would you describe the 
relationship between the 
communities and the various 
Forestry management layers? 

Forestry Corporation have been present in local 
communities for over 100 years and there are 
established channels for communication with 
community members about issues of interest or 
concern. Communication occurs regularly with 
local government, Rural Fire Service, forest 
industry customers and contractors and 
neighbours. 
In Forestry Corporation’s view, there is a 
positive awareness around the concept of co-
locating renewable energy within plantations, 
and an awareness of the benefits of placing 
energy infrastructure in plantations (wind 
resource, less n neighbours, existing 
infrastructure, etc).  
Even though there are no confirmed projects at 
this stage, Forestry Corporation has already 
been engaging with stakeholders to understand 
their concerns, and inform them of the process 
and timelines. Forestry Corporation would 
provide key stakeholder contacts to the 
proponents who are granted a permit for land 
access to facilitate early engagement. 

Data Is a shapefile for the 
'growable area' included in 
the data room? 

Yes, there are shapefiles in the data room. If 
proponents are having any problems with 
accessing these, please contact KPMG.  

Land use limit Is the 0.7% clearance limit 
average state-wide? Or by 
area? If a state-wide how will 
the clearing limit by shared a 
cross projects and between 
potentially several 
proponents? 

The land use limit is state-wide. We will assess 
each project and make a decision once projects 
are submitted. 

Operational Will there be any additional 
fire management 
requirements for situating 
wind farm and batteries in 
forestry areas above current 
NSW DPE requirements? 

Possibly. These projects in plantations are new 
to NSW. Fire protection is seen as a partnership 
between Forestry Corporation and the 
proponent to best protect the assets of all 
parties. Forestry Corporation is consulting with 
the Rural Fire Service to understand what fire 
protection measures may be appropriate, such 
as vegetation set-backs from the energy 
infrastructure and the placement of connection 
infrastructure underground. Forestry 
Corporation would like to explore opportunities 
for benefits such as improved road network, 
communications and detection equipment.  

Community 
engagement 

Will proponents be 
permitted to contact 
neighbouring private 

The EOI Opportunity Briefing (available in the 
data room) contains information about 
engagement with neighbouring landowners and 
other parties.  
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landowners during the EOI 
and/or RFP phase? 

Process Will Forestry Corporation be 
prioritising EOIs with the 
quickest timeline to a 
commissioned wind farm? 

Please refer to the Assessment Criteria in the 
EOI documentation.  

Data Will details of maximum tree 
heights (for existing 
plantation trees) be provided 
to proponents, in order that 
we can assess likely 
easement width 
requirements, etc?  

At EOI stage, proponents can assume a 
maximum tree height of 30 - 35 metres. Forestry 
Corporation models where harvesting will occur 
on any 5-year period, and this data may be 
made available for proponents at the RFP stage 
to assist with their modelling of wind (speed, 
turbulence, etc) and placement of turbines.  

Process What will differ between EOI 
and RFP stage? 

The EOI is the first competitive stage where 
anyone who is interested in the opportunity can 
submit a proposal. Based on the merit criteria in 
the EOI, only those shortlisted will be invited to 
the RFP, which is the final round of the process 
where preferred proponents are offered a 
permit for land access.  

Process Will you only shortlist one 
proponent for each site post 
EOI, or continue a 
competitive process before 
shortlisting to one at RFP? 

At this stage, it is expected that 3 – 5 proposals 
will be shortlisted at EOI to go through to RFP, 
although the number will depend on the level of 
interest in the EOI and the quality of proposals 
received. Proposals will be considered on a site-
by-site basis, and it may be that a given 
proponent is shortlisted for more than one site.  
Once at the RFP stage, the number of shortlisted 
parties in contention may be shared with 
participants. 

Operational Does Forestry have 
infrastructure standards that 
must be followed for roads 
and drainage? 

Yes. Roads within the plantation estate used for 
timber haulage are built for access by B-double 
trucks (65 tonne weight). Proponents for a wind 
farm may require roads in excess of these 
standards. Proponents will need to inspect and 
consider the standard of the roads compared to 
what they require, and Forestry Corporation 
would like to understand what this means for 
the current roads. 

Operational Where you have grazing 
leases in place within the 
timbered growing areas, do 
the current lease 
arrangements allow for 
renewable energy 
development or will this be 
negotiated with the lease 
holder? What is the usual 
life-time of such leases? 

Most of the grazing within plantation is done 
under short-term permits, not long-term leases. 
Forestry Corporation would engage with the 
grazier and the energy proponent to understand 
the impacts and how best to manage them.  
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Process Biochar can be made from 
waste timber and while 
making it produce heat 
energy for power generation. 
Would this type of project fit 
under your criteria? 

No. This process calls for wind and battery 
storage projects only. 

Process Is NSWFC proposing to shift 
to Electric Trucking? 

No, electrification of trucks or use of electric 
trucks is not part of this process. 

Operational Are there any requirements 
around water harvesting and 
dam construction for the 
projects?  

On the basis that this process is for wind and 
battery storage projects, water harvesting or 
dam construction are not required. It is 
understood that water will be required as part 
of the construction process, and while there are 
a number of dams already in the plantations, 
Forestry Corporation would need to understand 
as part of the proposal, what proponents might 
plan in terms of water harvesting or dam 
construction. 
If pumped hydro projects were to be considered 
at a future stage, dam construction may be 
required.  

Data Could any monitoring be 
undertaken before EOI is 
selected? 

Forestry Corporation can't allow wind measuring 
towers to be installed in the plantation at EOI 
stage, nor any electronic measurement 
equipment. Proponents would need to utilise 
existing resource data, and address any element 
of uncertainty associated with this, in their 
proposal.  

Data Are growth plans available in 
the EOI data room?  Which 
areas will be harvested at 
what time?  

There are no growth plans or timber harvesting 
schedules in the data room at the EOI stage. It 
will be considered to provide this at RFP. 

Process Can you please repeat earlier 
comment about off-grid 
electricity use being non-
conforming? 

It is possible that a non-conforming submission 
(i.e., one that includes neighbouring land as well 
as the State Forest plantations) may be 
considered if it is associated with a conforming 
submission (i.e., one that includes just the State 
Forest plantations). 

Contacting 
AEMO  

TransGrid / 
Lumea 

Can we directly contact grid 
related authorities? 

Please refer to the stakeholder contact protocols 
in the EOI documentation. 

Department of 
Planning and 
Local Councils 

Can we directly contact 
planning authorities?  

Please refer to the stakeholder contact protocols 
in the EOI documentation. 

 


